Cycle Sheffield

Love Both

RE: Planning applicatioh5/02917/0UT New Retail Quarter Wellington Street Sheffield S1 4HD
Written by Matt Turneron behalf ofCycleSheffield25a Middlewood Road, S6 4GW

For over 20 years Cycle Sheffield has campaigned to create drigatly Sheffieldywhere everyone has the choice

to make daily journeys by bik&ur vision is a cycle friendly and people friendly city where people of all ages
and abilities have th&eedom to ride a bike not only the young, quick, fit and brawd/e are a

consituted organisationwith over 5% paying members.

CycleSheffield took part in the Ret@ilarter consultation byprganisngti K S W/ &S®{RS {t R ST O N.
which are referened in the Statement of Communitynvolvement. Over 300 people responded to the

public consultation callinfpr the development to be cycifiendly. comments regarding cycle provision

and pedestrian and cycle safety ranked in first and second place instesisaised.

CycleSheffield haset with Sheffield City Council, Arup and Counter Context during September to discuss
and fully understand the transport proposals within the plan.

We alsoorganigd a public event on '8 September where we walked around thite, explained the plans
to members of the public and gathered feedback. This wakinfluenceaur response to the planning
application.
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years away) and 25% of all journdays2050.The South Yorkshire Cycling Actions plan has similar aims,
with a target of 10% of all jouays in South Yorkshire to be nmeaty bike by 2025.

We love the plans for Ristone Street and Furnival Gate armblieve that thesewill create an excellent
walking and cycling environmentlowever we arevery concernedhat traffic routes around new car

parks will introducesignificant motor traffic onto manystreets; residential and shopping streets which
should nd be dominated by the noise, pollution, disruption and danger which comes hand in hand with
large volumes of motor traffic. N protected cycle lanes have been provided orese streetdn the plans
and increased traffic will severely compromise routes which are currently pleasant and safe for walking
and cycling Cycle facilities must be of a standard where they are safe and pleasant to use by a parent
and 8 year old child or a person rialj an adapted cycle because of a disability.

Many UK and European cities have beconestinationg<through reducing and removing motor traffic
from their centres Whilst the core of the Retail Quarter itself looks to be a relatively pleasant and
traffic-free place to spend time, we are concerned that this comes at the expense of other areas in the
city centre whichwill be damaged by these plans.

Traffic modellingnd cycling modal share

The transport modelling for car parking and highway capacity withingel Yy A y 3  Hrhdisfiork Ol G A 2 y Q:
Assessment make the assumptidrat only 2% of journeys to the Retaiti®) NIi SNJ g Aff 06S o6& o06AO0
for Excellent Transport aims fdndre to be 10% of all journeys to be made by bicycle within 10 yearsa¥8euse



these forecasts itraffic modelling to adequately cope with the number of people arriving toRle¢ail Quarter by
bicycleto avoidcycle provisiombeingalready inadequat@nd obsolete by the time of its completion.

Changes to roads outside the Retaib@er

There are planng changes to roads outside the Retaila@ter site on Broad Lane, Charter Row/Fitzwilliam Street,
West Street/Rockingham Street and Division Street/Rmgtiam Street. These changatfacilitate the movement of
motor traffic and bus traffic into the Retail Quartdhe same consideratiomaustbe given to cyclingAny jnction

and road changes outside the cdRetail Quartesite must include provisionamake cycling safe, enjoyable and a
realistic choice for both visitors to the Retail Quarter and the hundreds of people who will live or work in the Retail
Quarter.

Pinstone Street

We fully support e aimto remove the uphill general traffic lar@ Pinsone Street and replace it with pedestrian
and cycleonly access. These sorts of plans will create an environment that will give everyone the freedom to cycle
YR &dzLlLl2 NI { KS Trigk Gdrdbfeycidrientlyycity. 2 F 0 SO2 YA

Furnival Gate

We fully suport the plans to remove private motor traffic from Furnival Gate, making this a bus, bicycle and
pedestrian only aredt is good to see thatnptected cycle laneare includedn the plansbecause of the volume of
buses that will use this roadhere must be good ervironment for cyclingvhich feels safe for ordinary people to
use (not just young, fit and brave people who are happy to ride alongside large vehidigshe volume of

LISRS&GNA I ya Sdsdeifi@dhinSHe intér&chNidishetwerXide different modes of transport are carefully
planned and conflict is designed out.

We@e concerned from plans viee seen that there Mlibe restrictions in building to building width by the extension
of Block H/J towards Furnival Gate. There is currently enough room to proviealtentwalkingenvironmentfor
walking, cycling and public transpavtth room for cycle paths on both sides of the roads, and plenty of space for
people to walk without having to wander onto the cycle pathawidver if block H/J is peritted to be built in the
current location of the carriageway then there will not be enough room ¢ater a good environment for all, hence
the compromised one side only cycle provision plfamghis are thatwe have been shown by Sheffield City Council.

Do not extend block H/J into the carriageway of Furnival Gate so far that it restricts the ability toidea good
environment for cycling, walking and public transpoiiSeemap below, the red arms indicate the extension of the
proposed building here)

N

Motor traffic access to blodk/J

The Charles Street/Pinstone Street junction is currently filtered so that only people walking or caeliravel from
Charles 3eet onto Pirstone Street. Thelanning application proposde open Charles Street to motor traffic to
facilitate access to the car park in blddkl. Thecar park capacitgf 71 spacesneans that the volume of motor



traffic will be low. Ifaccess ifrom Charles Stredhen to protect the cycling and walking environment, insist on

the implementation ofising bollards, controlled by electronic passes limit the vehicles than can access this area.
This access arrangement has beendugery successfully between the Town hall ant $t deot@landwould work

to protect the new arrangement from abuse and use as atlotugh by motorvehicles and keep the environment
pleasant for walking and cycling.

Charter Row

Thechanges planned ahe junction of Charter Row and Rockingham Stree&n that car traffic into the Retalil
Quarter car parks from this dimtion will only occupy one lane. Thisah unmissabl®pportunity to createhigh
quality protected cycle lanes along Charter Rowégilocating road space away from motor traffic and to cycling.

We ask that protected cycle lanes are provi@gdong Charter Rowo createthe conditions necessary for people to

be able to cycle to thed®ail Quarter and to Sheffield citgotre safely, @ectly and comfortablyThis will be a huge
contribution towards meetingheffield2 @ision for Excellent Transport aim of 10% of all journeys in Sheffield by bike
by 2025 and 25% of all journeys by 2050.

Vibrant streets like Division Street must be protected from increased motor

traffic

Plans for the new Retail Quarteill see additional traffic on Division Street leaving the mastitirey car parksTraffic
will drive upRockingham Street, arltk permitted toturn left onto Division Street aonto West Streefsee map
below, theseturns are highlighted in red)

It is not appropriate to increase traffic levels on these strettsy donot have any protected space for cycling and
FNBE 1Se& WLi Il 0SaQ | y Rndépdndeht sbFpindiddrySite lioNdirddyte additiorialdraffic &
onto these streets will damage the space and will make them less attractive places to live, to shop and to spend
time. Division Street is currently heavily used by cyclists and pedestrians and must be protected as brnkesrayc
walking route.

Traffic must be prevented from using West Street and Division Street to leave the car parks of the Sheffield Retail
Quarter.

The proposal is for motor traffic travelling to the car parks from Broad Lane to turn right from RockiGgytesin
onto WestStreet and then left onto Westfield Terrad&/est Street is a hub of pedestrian activity, especially
between Rockingham Street aidestfield TerraceWestfield Terracés a wonderful quiet street with residential
buildings, cafés and restaurants. Neither of theseeds are appropriate for traffic to drive down to access car
parks.

Traffic accessing the car parks from Broad Lane should drive straight across West, 3ém@@ining on Rockingham
Street,to access the car parks, instead of spilling out into perpendicidad parallel streetsSee image below,
green is our suggested route, red shows the route of West Street artfidldeBerrace.
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Traffic leaving the car parks and heading south towards Charter Row will use the route along Wellington Street, anc
then will turn left onto Fitzwilliam Street. These streets are heavily used by cy@sténgton Street is fiat, direct,

and quietroute into the city from Broomhall, and Fitzwilliam Street is the most direct route from The University
Quarter to the bottom of the Moor and beyond. By introducing significant volumes of motor traffic onto these

routes without providirg protected cycle lanes, the cycling environment will be less attractive and people will be less
likely to cycle.

If additional traffic is introduced onto these streets then protected cycle lanedoth directionsneed to be

provided to protect the cycling environmenfsee maps belowHowever we would argue that traffic shouldot be
travelling along these streets to leave the car parks, it should instead travel directly along Rockingham Street onto
Charter Row to protect the relatively quietly trafficked streets of Wellington StreetcaFitzwilliam StreetSee

map below, the proposed exit route along Wellington Street and Fitzwilliam Street is in red, and our preferred route
in in green.
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We fully support ving a Bike &b within theRetail Quarter development. The location of the Bike Blbuld be
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main motor traffic routes. This will make it very difficult to create good cyclingtinitee Bike Hub thaare usable
by everyone. Athe moment, placing it in the soutlvest @rner of the car park means that the only routedocess
it usingcycle facilitiess from the west on Wellington Streefll the other routes will beheavily traffickedand the

plans show n@rotected cyclednes. Travelling away from the Bike Htte plans show no routes with protected
cycle lanes at all, and every sttheading away from it will be busy with motor traffic.

It is essential that the Bike Hub &ted in a place accessible byclycle, both to get to, and from, and the routes
must be protected from motor trafficlt is must be possible for an adult ridingith an 8 year old child, or a person
riding an adapted cycle because of a disability to access the Bike Hub safely and conveniently without having to
jostle with traffic. (Seemap below, green showing the only cycle friendly accesadhinared showing that there are

no cycle friendly exit routes).
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Builtin hazards such as cycle lanes on the outside of parked cars are not

acceptalbe

The route from the bottom of Devonshire Green along Wellington Street past the Devonshire Cat and Bike Rehab
will become oneway towards Fitzwilliam Street and will be used by traffic leaving the car parks. The plans show a
contraflow cycle lane, but is shown on the outside of on street parking next to oncoming trdffghould be

possible to cycle in both directions on Wellington Street protected from motor traffic, currently the pidgynshow

a cycle lane in theastwards direction.

It is now wel recognised that cycle lanes on the outside of parked cars present a hazard for cyclists; with the
danger of them being thrown into oncoming traffic should they hit a door being opened into the lane. Therefore,
in line with modern cycling design standardlsis essential that the cycle lane on Wellington Street runs behind the
car parking, between the parking spaces and the footway.

The current plans only show a cycle lane on Wellington Street heading east towards the Retail Quarter. It is
essential that ople visiting the Retail Quarter bikshouldalso be able to leave it safely and therefore we insist
on the addition of aprotected cycle lane headingest along Wellington Street, away from the Retail Quartégee

map below)
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Bike routes must be convenient if they apgprovide a viable alternative to

driving

Cycle routes must be convenient if people are to choose to cycle rather than drive. The current plans show it not
beingpossible for cyclists to continue directly along a flat route to the city centre from Waellirgtreet as the cycle

lane stops when it reaches Trafalgar Street. The straight ahead movement is not possible because the car park
entrance and exit is a one way street with no cycle contraflow. Cyclists will have to join car park traffic on Trafalgar
Street going north. This adds an unnecessarily uphill but also a huge barrier for ordinary people who do not feel
comfortable cycling alongside large amounts of traffic.

What is needed igontinuity to continue alongWellington Street so that people caoontinue directly on into the
city centre.Alternatively protected cycle laneshould be providedso that people can continue their journey
protected from the motor traffic travelling towards or away from the car parks.

People must be able to crossds safely & conveniently
Junction between West Street and Rockingham Street

Traffic levels wilincrease at the junctionf West Street and Rockingham Street. This is a crossroads which is crossed
by thousands of people every day but only one aas h signalised pedestrian crossiiigs not clear ipedestrian
crossings on the other three crossings will be provjdied planning application has conflicting information on this.

This is a dangerous junction for anyone walkingthere is only one signalised crossing. All foarms of the
crossoadsmust have signaked pedestrian crossings. All foarms have traffic lights for motor traffic to keep

them safe and prevent conflicthe samemust be donefor people walkingin orderto encourage and facilitate

active travel (Seemap below, the red arrows show the crossings that need to have signalised pedestrian crossings)



