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Introduction 
The Little Don Cycle Link is a joint project between Sheffield City Council, Barnsley 
Metropolitan Borough Council, Derbyshire County Council and the Peak Park 
Authority. The project will create a new off road cycle and pedestrian track linking 
northern Sheffield into the Peak Park via Wharncliffe Woods, Deepcar, Stocksbridge 
and Langsett. 
 
This application is for the section of route between Wortley Road, Deepcar and the 
Fox Valley retail and residential development.  This connects to the recently 
completed section of the Link above Stocksbridge via a shared use route through 
Fox Valley and Hunshelf Road. 
 
The route will be smoothly surfaced with bituminous macadam, with a soft grassed 
verge for equestrian use where possible.  Gradients have been reduced wherever 
possible to maximise accessibility, and new access controls are included to minimise 
the risk of illegal motorbike use. The existing pedestrian footbridge over the Little 
Don river will be replaced with a new multi user bridge.  
 
Route network 
The Little Don Link forms part of Sheffield City Council’s Green Routes Network 
programme, creating a series of strategic new off road cycle routes to improve 
cycling infrastructure for leisure and commuter use.  It will provide a link for existing 
Stocksbridge and Deepcar residents towards both Langsett and the Peak District, 
and into Wharncliffe Woods and onto the Trans Pennine Trail to either head north to 
Penistone and beyond, or south to Sheffield. 
 
This section of the route will provide a significant local benefit for utility cycling as a 
traffic free alternative to the busy Manchester Road through Deepcar.  It will also link 
the proposed large residential development site at Station Road through to new 
residential and retail development at Fox Valley and the wider Stocksbridge area. 
 
Public Rights of Way 
The route includes a length of permissive footpath and a length of public footpath as 
well as sections with no existing formal public access. Refer to drawing 
REP/LDLD/17 for details.  The full length of the route will be dedicated as a public 
bridleway on completion. 
 
Land Ownership 
The majority of the site area is owned by Liberty Steel and the former allotment site 
by the Little Don is owned by Sheffield City Council.  Liberty Steel are supportive of 



the project and the applicant has worked closely with them on the design and layout 
of the route.  
 
Design 
The route has been designed to be inclusive and accommodate users from 
‘Bikeability’ Level 2 as defined by DFT National Standards, or a sensible 12 year old 
or novice adult cyclist.  Gradients have been reduced as much as possible to 
maximise accessibility. 
 
The route will be surfaced with smooth bituminous macadam, with a clear surfaced 
width of 3m to safely accommodate two way pedestrian and cycle traffic.  A minimum 
0.5m width grass verge has been incorporated to ensure track edges can be 
maintained and provide additional ‘runoff’ width.  Where possible, this verge will be 
widened to 2m width to create a separate soft verge for horses.  One short section 
has a reduced width due to limited site area between rail lines and the river 
embankment.  This section has clear sight lines and a barrier has been included to 
ensure users approach slowly. 
 
Access controls have been designed to be robust to prevent illegal vehicle access, 
but still allow easy access for legitimate users by incorporating horse stiles and ‘K-
Frame’ pedestrian and cycle access points.  
 
It is intended to install ground level solar powered lighting at approximately 25m 
intervals along the route.  This is intended to assist route finding and useability in low 
light conditions and at night to ensure that the track provides a viable commuter 
route all year round. 
 
Ecology 
The route passes through Local Wildlife Site 045 Old Haywoods and Local Wildlife 
Site 037 Lower Little Don, through habitats including young scrub woodland, derelict 
allotments, small areas of heath and the banks of the Little Don. 
 
An extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey report has been carried out for the route and is 
included as part of this application.  The report recommended a number of measures 
to minimise ecological impact that will be implemented as follows: 

• All works will take place outside the bird breeding season between 1st March 
and early August. 

• All trees to be removed will be inspected by a qualified ecologist for the 
presence of bats prior to any pruning or felling works. 

• The oak tree adjacent to the route in Ellen Cliff Wood identified in Target Note 
6 in the report will be retained undisturbed.  Construction along this section of 
the route will comprise overlaying the existing track surface with no 
excavations proposed that could damage roots. 

• All suitable specimens of Harts Tongue Fern and Scaly Male Fern affected by 
route construction will be transplanted to suitable areas in adjacent woodland 
prior to commencement of construction. 

 
Construction of the route will require removal of some existing trees and habitat.  To 
mitigate this impact, an area of heather heath on the plateau above the Little Don will 
be managed in accordance with the recommendations of the report, including 



removal of young saplings, mainly birch, treatment of stumps to prevent regrowth, 
clearance works to the ‘scrape’ and creation of habitat piles. 
 
In order to mitigate for the loss of trees to enable track construction adjacent to rail 
lines at the western end of the route, an area of new native woodland planting is 
proposed between the track and rail lines and length of native hedgerow planting 
between the track and gardens to properties on Manchester Road to the following 
specification: 
 
Native woodland planting 
495m2 area, plants at 2m centres. 
Species planted in groups of 3 to 7. 
1+1 transplants with stakes and biodegradable plastic shelters. 
 
Quercus petraea: 86 Nr 
Sorbus aucuparia: 12 Nr 
Acer campestre: 12 Nr 
Castanea sativa: 12 Nr 
 
Native hedge planting 
130m length double staggered row 300mm apart with 5 plants per linear metre. 
Species planted in groups of 3 to 7.   
1+1 transplants with canes and spiral rabbit guards. 
 
Crataegus monogyna: 322 Nr 
Prunus spinosa: 130 Nr 
Corylus avellana: 130 Nr 
Viburnum opulus: 65 Nr 
 
Bird boxes will also be installed on suitable trees and walls adjacent to the route 
comprising 10 Nr small bird boxes with a 25mm hole and 4 Nr Woodcrete Dipper 
boxes. 
 
To mitigate for the loss of the mature apple tree close to the bridge crossing works, 
4Nr Apple trees will be planted in suitable locations along the route.  
 
Several invasive plant species are present in or close to the site area. Please refer to 
the separate invasive plant species method statement regarding management of 
these plants. 
 
Geoenvironmental Conditions 
A Phase 1 Geoenvironmental Risk Assessment has been carried out for the site to 
assess existing geology and environmental conditions.  In summary, the report 
concludes that there is a low risk of any environmental hazards or contamination 
being present that could affect ecology, site workers or route users as a result of the 
proposed works.  Refer to the Phase 1 report for additional detail. 
 
Flood Risk 



Areas of the site lie within Environment Agency Flood Zone 3, including the new 
bridge location, and a Flood Risk Assessment has been prepared to accompany this 
application.  Please refer to the assessment report for additional detail. 
 
The report concludes that construction of the route would be acceptable in relation to 
flood risk.  The bridge deck has been designed to sit above the 100 year plus climate 
change flood water level and the report states that it is at low risk of flooding. 
 
The new bridge will also be higher than the existing pedestrian bridge, and as a 
result peak flood water levels directly upstream and downstream of the bridge will 
reduce slightly according to modelling conducted as part of the assessment. 
 
The standard specification for route surface construction will be two layers of 
bituminous macadam consisting of a 60mm depth AC20 dense binder course and 
25mm depth AC6 dense surface course over 150mm depth Type 1 aggregate 
compacted sub-base.  This surface should be suitably robust to minimise the need 
for maintenance or repair following a flood event.      
 
Aftercare 
The route will be incorporated into the Streets Ahead contract and will be managed 
and maintained by Amey on behalf of the City Council, including maintenance of 
hard surfacing and vegetation management. 
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Chambers Sherida

From: Turner Bob
Sent: 06 October 2017 11:48
To: dcscan@sheffield.gov.uk
Subject: FW: 17/03102/RG3
Attachments: LDLD_12B Planning Layout Rev B.pdf; LDLD_10A Vegetation Clearance Rev A.pdf; 

LDLD_15A Construction Sections Rev A.pdf; LDLD_28A Tree Removal and Retention 
Rev A.pdf; JF Planning Statement Deepcar Rev B.pdf

Please add amended plans and document to casefile 17/03102/RG3 
 
 

 
From: Foxall Jack  
Sent: 06 October 2017 10:20 
To: Turner Bob 
Cc: Sullivan Paul 
Subject: 17/03102/RG3 
 

Bob 
 
Please find revised drawings and planning statement attached for application 17/03102/RG3 for 
the Little Don Link route at Deepcar. 
 
These have been revised to incorporate an amended alignment for the new track at the western 
end of the route.  The track has been moved away from rail lines in this area at the request of 
Liberty Steel. 
 
Could you please confirm receipt and give an estimate of additional consultation and decision time 
required for these amendments. 
 
Many thanks  
 
Jack Foxall 
Landscape Architect 
  
Urban and Environmental Design 
Planning Service 
City Growth 
Sheffield City Council 
  
0114 2053477 
jack.foxall@sheffield.gov.uk 
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